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Anil Mujumdar, Adams and Reese 

Staff Birmingham Business Journal 

At age 38, Anil Mujumdar serves as a special 
counsel attorney in the Birmingham office of one of 
the largest law firms in the Southeast – Adams and 
Reese LLP. 

Education: J.D., The University of Alabama School 
of Law; M.A., American studies, University of 
Alabama, and B.A., English, Birmingham-Southern 
College 

City: Birmingham  

Why did you choose your historical hero? The 
Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth is the perfect example of 
how people are empowered with the strength 
needed to accomplish a greater purpose. He 
persevered through repeated and violent attacks on 
his person and family in order to change 
Birmingham to change the world. 

Most admired trait about your hero? 
Shuttlesworth’s relentless and courageous 
commitment to justice. 

How would you use it to change Birmingham? I 
think his life teaches us to stay committed to fixing what is wrong with Birmingham and staying 
positive about what is right with Birmingham. 

Your favorite hero’s quote? “God made me dynamite proof.” – March 19, 2006, final sermon, 
The Greater New Light Baptist Church, Cincinnati. 

Your real-life hero? I had the pleasure of working with Doug Jones for eight years. Doug did a 
remarkable service for the victims’ families and our state through the prosecution of the 16th 
Street Baptist Church bombers. I am proud to have him as a friend and mentor. 

Ultimate career goal? I want to do whatever I can to best contribute to Alabama in whatever 
capacity that ultimately takes. 



Your career track? I spent two years in graduate school after law school, two years as a public 
interest attorney and have been in private practice for the past eight years. Most of my private 
practice has been in the area of white collar criminal defense. 

Most notable career achievement? As a lawyer I am achieving not for myself, but for my clients. 
I certainly cannot pick one achievement for one client over that of another. Each client’s matter is 
important. 

Why did you choose your profession? My great-grandfather, grandfather, two uncles and my 
brother are all lawyers. It may have been more of an inevitability than a choice. Joking aside, I 
enjoy the opportunity to solve problems for people in some of life’s most difficult moments. 

How do you stay competitive? I’m not a competitive person. I think it is important to stay 
compassionate and to stay competent. 

If you could be an animal, which one would you be? I enjoy trail running and I suppose my 
only prayer of ever running faster would be as a cheetah. I would also enjoy the revenue from the 
Cheetos endorsement deal. 

A hot topic in your industry? I think fraud, in its various forms, continues to be a hot topic in 
white collar criminal defense, particularly financial fraud and health care fraud. Foreign Corrupt 
Practices Act work is also a hot area. 

Your guiding principle? I work to treat everyone with respect everyday. 

Favorite tech toy? The ballpoint pen because my bad handwriting would look even worse if I 
had to rely on a quill pen and an inkwell to take notes. 

No. 1 on your bucket list? I would like to finish a 100-mile trail race either before I die or in the 
process. 

Best advice you’ve gotten? An experienced and accomplished lawyer I formerly worked with 
once told me, “It is important to understand people.” 

Your quirkiest habit? I’m not sure whether this is quirky or superstitious, but I wear something 
that references Coach Bryant to every Alabama football game I attend. 

Most influential person in your life? My maternal grandmother probably has influenced me as 
much as anyone for her work ethic, her wit, her civic involvement and her disposition. 

Guilty pleasure? Some of Michael Jackson’s post-Thriller catalog. For example, Remember the 
Time is a great song (and video). Who else gets Magic Johnson and Michael Jordan in their 
videos for songs from the same album? No one. 

Interesting fact about you others may not know? Is this a trick question? Any responsive 
answer I give will make any such interesting fact about me known to others, which then begs the 
question. 

 


